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symbol; that this life of ours is not a little fretful
space of days, rounded with a sleep, but an in-
tegral part of an inconceivably vast design, flood-
ing through and behind the star-strewn heavens;
that there is no sequence of events as we conceive,
that acts are not done or words said, once and for
all, and then laid away in the darkness ; but that
it is all an ever-living thing, in which the things
that we call old are as much present in the mind
of God as the things that shall be millions of
centuries hence. There is no uncertainty with
Him, no doubt as to what shall be hereafter; and
if we once come near to that truth, we can draw
from it, in our darkest hours, a refreshment that
cannot fail ; for the saddest thought in the mind
of man is the thought that these things could have
been, could be other than they are ; and if we
once can bring home to ourselves the knowledge
that God is unchanged and unchangeable, our
faithless doubts, our melancholy regrets melt in
the light of truth, as the hoar-frost fades upon the
grass in the rising sun, when every globed dew-
drop flashes like a jewel in the radiance of the
fiery dawn.